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Harmony and
discord

Robert Temple

International Journal on the Unity of the
Sciences: Interdisciplinary Studies of
Knowledge and Values. Editor Marcelo
Alonso. International Conference on the
Unity of the Sciences, GPO Box 1311,
New York, New York 10117. 4/yr. North
America $25, elsewhere $39.

Science as Culture. Editor Les Levidow.
Free Association Books, 26 Freegrove
Road, London N7 9RQ. 4/yr. £35 (institu-
tional); £20 (personal).

To scientists the sciences are often known
for their disunity, so a new journal dealing
with interdisciplinary studies is welcome.
Despite its clumsy title, International
Journal on the Unity of the Sciences turns
out to be a superior forum for the discus-
sion of questions affecting not only the
sciences but society as a whole.

The editors have set themselves a bold
agenda and adhere to it with admirable
determination. The discourse is at a high
level. Figures such as Eugene Wigner,
Max Jammer and F.A. von Hayek have
contributed articles, which, in general, are
intended to combine authoritativeness
with accessibility to those outside the
particular field under consideration. The
journal is proving very successful in
meeting this aim. After only a year of
publication, it has to my mind become one
of the most stimulating of periodicals
dealing with science in a wider context.

Here are to be found thought-provoking

contributions on issues ranging from in

vitro fertilization to chaos theory as
applied to economics, taking in the world
food problem and all manner of ethical
and philosophical questions along the
way. Many of the ideas and insights are
unusual, and the arguments convincing.

On the other hand, one must mention the
undue number of typographical errors
which appear.

Science as Culture is a different matter
entirely. Although the proof-reading can’t
be faulted, the contents can.

The contributors, who seem to be
writing largely for themselves with little
thought of readers, appear to be drawn
exclusively from the ranks of the far left.
To them modern science is “moulded by
capitalist priorities” (Engels, quoted), and,
the British Labour Party is dangerously
right-wing. Information technology is an
instrument of militarists intent on nuclear
war; those who support its development
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suffer from a “fear of the persecuting
breast” (a curious pseudo-freudian idea).
Even the history of the piano is viewed
from a marxist perspective, though “music
almost always manages to escape classi-
fication and domination by political
interests”. Quite so.

Science does indeed need its critics,
both for its own benefit and that of society
at large. But the mixture of irrationality,
intolerance and vituperation to be found
in Science as Culture serves no purpose. [J

Robert Temple can be contacted c/o David
Higham Associates, 5-8 Lower John Street,
Golden Square, London W1R 4HA, UK.






