(SCANDAL IN THE LABORATORY )

THE NEWSMAGAZINE OF SCIENCE
NOVEMBER 1981-$2

THE
BODY’S
LIMITS

How Fast?
How High?
How Far?

Teen-Age Suicide:
Warning Signals

The Filmless
Camera

A Saturn Porifolio
Searching fora
Malaria Vaccine

1

Wl

0

i




The Last Flower

Cloistered in a valley in northern En-
gland, it is protected by a fence and at
times an around-the-clock guard. Its
precise location is a secret closely
guarded by the British government,
and for good reason: when an article in
the London T%mes unwittingly revealed
clues to its whereabouts, dozens of peo-
ple began combing the Yorkshire dales

Lithograph of a lady’s slipper

for the treasure—a single wild orchid
called a lady’s slipper.

This lone flower is believed to be the
last wild lady’s slipper in Britain (the
species, Cypripedium calceolus, is en-
dangered across the Continent), and the
country’s Nature Conservancy Council
is determined to hide it from overzeal-
ous plant collectors.

The council has good reason to be
wary of collectors. They are largely to
blame for the present plight of the la-
dy’s slipper, and often go to elaborate
lengths to acquire specimens. For ex-
ample, one night a thief broke into Kew
Gardens, stole the root of the collec-
tion’s only native lady’s slipper, and
stuck the flowers and stems back in the
ground.

As time runs out for the British lady’s
slipper, conservationists would do al-
most anything to revive the precious

breed, but its reproductive habits are
largely a mystery. The Yorkshire plant
produces what appear to be seeds, but
they never germinate; perhaps they
have never been pollinated. One dedi-
cated botanist kept a watch on the plant
for ten years to see which insects would
visit to pollinate it. None showed up.
And so, despite all the care and secrecy
surrounding the wild lady’s slipper, its
days in Britain seem numbered.
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