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SMITH (or Smyth), Henry ( 1620-1668)

Regicide, was the only son of Henry Smith
of Withcote, Leics. His mother was a
daughter of Henry Skipworth of Cotes,
Leics. He matriculated at Magdalen Hall,
Oxf. on 26 Jan. 1638, and graduated from
St. Mary Hall on 9 June 1640. He was
admitted to Lincoln’s Innon 11 Apr. 1640,
Smith was a major of horse in the
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Leicestershire militia. He was Haselrig's*
candidate in the by-election when he was
elected as recruiter on 20 Nov. 1645 to
represent Leicestershire after the elevation
of Henry Lord Grey of Ruthin to the
peerage. The other county member was
Thomas Lord Grey of Groby.* also a
future Regicide. Smith’s wife was the
daughter of Cornelius Holland,* whose
Leveller sympathies he shared. In 1648
Smith was on the Committee for Com-
pounding, voted against treating with the
King, and signed the King's death warrant
(Jan. 1649). A list of radicals published a
few days after Pride’s purge included his
name. Smith followed Holland s lead in the
Rump, supporting Henry Marten.* He
also sat in the restored Rump in 1659, He
was brought to trial at the Restoration and
confined in the Tower under the Bill of
Attainder against the Regicides. At this
trial he pleaded youth and bad influence as
responsible for his role in the death of the
King. His affilation with the Greys and
their ancient family feuds in Leicestershire
as well as their radical Puritan stance and
the likely influence of his father-in-law
made his defense a plausible one, He was
apparently released from the Tower before
his death. His daughter Susannah was
reputed to have been the mother of the
Tory cleric Henry Sacheverell.
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