TEMPLE, James (b. 1606)

Regicide, was the son of Sir Alexander
Temple (d. 1629) of the Longhouse, Chad-
well, Essex, and of Etchingham, Sussex,
by his first wife Mary, daughter of John

Somers and widow of Thomas Peniston of

Leigh, Sussex. Temple entered Lincoln’s
Inn with his brother John (1603-1627) in
Nov. 1622 and may have accompanied him
on the expedition to Rhe, where the latter
was killed in hand to hand combat with the
French Commander General. Temple
succeeded to the family estate on his
father’s death and was later of Clapham.
With Edward Whalley.* a friend and
relation by marriage, he speculated in land
in the early 1630s, and Whalley leased
Temple's home at Chadwell. Temple
joined the parliamentary army as a captain
of horse under the Earl of Bedford* in 1642
The following year he was appointed

captain of the fort at West Tilbury, of

which his father had formerly been gover-
nor, and was named both to the Committee
of the Ordinance of Association and the
Committee for Sequestrations in Sussex.
As Governor of Bramber Castle he
repulsed a strong rovalist assault on 12
Dec. 1643; Francis Cheynell reported that
his courage in this action was ‘the wonder
of all the country,” and a plague commemo-
rates it to this day. In Feb. 1645 Temple
was appointed a commissioner to raise
supplies for the Scottish army in Sussex,
and in 1646 a JP for the Rape of Bramber.
Returned to Parliament in Sept. 1645 as a
recruiter MP for Bramber, he was sent to
Munster in 1647 as a joint commissioner
with his friend and close colleague Thomas
Challoner.* By 1648 he was living at
Chadwell again, but his main residence
appears to have been a sequestered estate
at Michelgrove, Sussex. Temple also
served as a Militia Commissioner for
Sussex and continued to garrison the fort at
lilbury, of which he was named governor
in May 1649, Mamed to the High Court, he
attended nine sessions, and signed the
King's death warrant.

Temple was an active member of the
Rump, serving on the committees for
Ireland and the navy. He presented a series
of proposals ‘for prevention of the export
of gold or other coin, and the business of
melting down coin’ to Parliament in Apr.
1649, but seems to have encountered
financial difficulties himself, and was
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apparently imprisoned briefly for debt in
1653, On 14 Julv of that vear he was
ordered to Ireland by the Council of State.
He took his place in the restored Rump in
1659 and was given lodgings in Whitehall.
Excepted from the Act of Oblivionin 1660,
he attempted to flee to Ireland but was
seized in Coventry and committed to the
Tower. At his trial on 16 Oct. he argued
that he had been duped into joining the
High Court and had signed the warrant
under duress. There is no evidence that
this was so, but Temple was able to
produce affidavits attesting his loyalty to
the rovalist cause and escaped execution.
Confined in the Tower, he was last
mentioned as a prisoner on Jersey in 1668,

Temple first married Mary (née Bus-
bridge) of Haremore Hall, Etchingham,
Sussex, by whom he had five sons and a
daughter, Mary, who married Admiral
Cornelius van Tromp. Temple himself
later married into this family, taking as his
second wife Johanna, daughter of Admiral
Martin van Tromp. His eldest son John
enlered Lincoln's Inn on 4 May 1646, and
his second son Alexander was a captain of
dragoons raised in Sussex in 1651, Aside
from Whalley, Temple's relations on the
High Court included Peter Temple.* a
distant cousin, and Simon Mayne.* He
was the nephew of Lord Say and Sele* and
first cousin of both Nathaniel Fiennes* and
S5ir Peter Temple. Bt., who was nomi-
nated to the High Court but refused to sit.
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