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Beware
of the
magnet

A TEAM at the naval medical
rescarch institute in Bethesda,
Maryland, may have made
scores of scientific experiments
suspect - much to the irntation
of colleagues whose work is now
open o question.

Changes in the weak mag-
netic field of the carth mayv
‘ause gene mutations, the team
says. Apart from the valuc of
their discovery itself, this means
that all studies ever conducted
on tissue cultures close 1o an
clectric fan, for example, or a
small motor or near fluorescent
lights, may have been 1ainted by
small magnetic field changes.
and should probably be done
again. These conditions would
probably apply 1o quite a lot of
laboratorics.

The team’s experiments were
performed  with human cells
called fibroblasts. Tissue cul-
tures were studied while being
subjected to magnetic ficlds of a
wide range of frequencies. The
lowest level of magnetic field
used was less than that of the
carth. and sull it had an effect -
proving that the carth’s field is
strong enough 1o have the same

cllects.
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The scientists discovered that
the magnetic ficlds were aflect-
ing the manufacture of DNA in
the tissues, which would mean
that genes could be expected 1o
undergo mutations.

This would open up what the
lcam calls *a new type of
mutational force™. which could
be the explanauon, for example.
of the cextinction of whole
species of animals when the
carth’s magnetic ficld suddenly
reversed ats direction, which has
happened repeatedly in  the
history of the planet.

So has the 1cam been
bombarded with hate mail from
disgruntled experimenters
around the globe?

“They really should do the
work again.” savs the head of
the team. Dr A R Libofl, now of
Oakland University. Michigan.
“There is a definite threshold
for these phenomena. and af
cells are subjected to magnetic
ficlds over that level, they are
likelv 1o mutate. But they'll
probably be vary dignified
about the whole thing and
ignore the implications.”

Robert Temple




